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What do you do when you find a caterpillar? Cut the leaf off of the
milkweed plant and place in a tin foil take out container with dome lid
(image provided on supply list). Line the bottom of the container with a
paper towel that you will change daily (because these caterpillars eat
and poop A LOT)! Once the pan is lined, place the entire leaf in the
container and put the lid on. 
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Find the outdoor area you will be raising the butterflies and assess the
size to determine how many plants you are able to obtain.

Head on over to your local plant store and look for a milkweed plant
AND colorful flowers to attract the butterflies. Monarchs lay their eggs
on and eat the milkweed. My recommendation is to buy enough for them
to both lay eggs on and eat from.

Once you have your plants, you'll want to get them planted to begin the
attracting process. Monarchs lay eggs on the milkweed and once they
hatch, the caterpillars will begin to eat through the milkweed. Check the
underneath of each leaf daily to see If you have any caterpillars.**TIP**
If you see a hole in a leaf, it is likely you'll find a caterpillar underneath. 

Monitor the caterpillars daily and keep a count of how many are in each
container- that way you know if any didn't make It. As they begin to eat
away at the leaves, provide fresh, new leaves for them to eat on and
change out paper towel daily. 

"My monarchs are getting too big for the container, what do I do?" Now
is the time you are likely ready to transition out of the tin container and
place in pop up tent outdoors (refer to supply list to see which one I use)!

Once you transition your caterpillars into the pop up tent, you can place
the plant saucer (refer to supply list) at the bottom of your tent and place
the floral stem container (refer to supply list) inside the saucer. This way
you can keep the milkweed stem in water and the caterpillars droppings
will go in the saucer for easy cleaning. 

From here on, your caterpillars will grow, eventually stray
away from food, find a cozy spot in the tent and form into
a chrysalis. The metamorphosis process is unlike any
other! Thank you for joining in our mission! 



Beginning, it may be a good idea to start with a
small amount of milkweed until you are use to
the process! 

Monarchs are greedy and they eat SO MUCH!
Cover your milkweed for eating, so monarchs to
do not lay their eggs on them.

You can feed monarchs butternut squash for
about a day if you run out of milkweed. They
can't survive on this alone, so if you run out of
milkweed, be prepared to go and get more
ASAP! 

Have fun! This is a beautiful process to watch
and I feel so fortunate to get to experience the
beauty of nature in this capacity. 
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Tips I learned Along The Way: 
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Supply List: 


